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Dear Sir: 

Prior to examination on the merits in the above-captioned patent application, please 
amend the application as indicated below: 

IN THE CLAIMS ; 

Please amend Claims 43-46, 50 and 51 as indicated below: 

43. (Amended) The diffusion barrier of Claim 35, wherein the metal compound is an 
oxide of the reactive metal. 

44. (Amended) The diffusion barrier of Claim 43, wherein the metal compound is 
selected from the group consisting of aluminum oxide and silicon oxide. 

45. (Amended) The diffusion barrier of Claim 35, wherein the metal compound is a 
nitride of the reactive metal. 

46. (Amended) The diffusion barrier of Claim 45, wherein the metal compound is 
selected from the group consisting of aluminum nitride and silicon nitride. 
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